Watch Out For Non-Profitable Profit Chasing Prophets!

Mt. 7:15-23

15. "Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep's clothing, but
inwardly they are ferocious wolves.

16. By their fruit you will recognize them. Do people pick grapes from
thornbushes, or figs from thistles?

17. Likewise every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit.
18. A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, and a bad tree cannot bear good fruit.
19. Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the
fire.

20. Thus, by their fruit you will recognize them.

21. "Not everyone who says to me, "Lord, Lord," will enter the kingdom of
heaven, but only he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven.

22. Many will say to me on that day, "Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in
your name, and in your name drive out demons and perform many miracles?'
23. Then I will tell them plainly, "I never knew you. Away from me, you
evildoers!'

1. To Judge or Not to Judge

Mt. 7:1-2

1 "Judge not, that you be not judged.

2 "For with what judgment you judge, you will be judged; and with the
measure you use, it will be measured back to you.

1 Thessalonians 521-22
21 Test all things; hold fast what is good.
22 Abstain from every form of euvil.

John 7:24 - "Do not judge according to appearance, but judge with righteous
judgment.”

John 12:48 - "He who rejects Me, and does not receive My words, has that
which judges him -- the word that I have spoken will judge him in the last
day.

Mt. 24:35 - "Heaven and earth will pass away, but My word will never pass
away"



Psalm 138:2 (NIV) - I will bow down toward your holy temple and will praise
your name for your love and your faithfulness, for you have exalted above all
things your name and your word.

Mt. 5:17-19

17 " Do not think that I came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I did not
come to destroy but to fulfill.

18 "For assuredly, I say to you, till heaven and earth pass away, one jot or
one tittle will by no means pass from the law till all is fulfilled.

19 "Whoever therefore breaks one of the least of these commandments, and
teaches men so, shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever
does and teaches them, he shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.

2. Judging According to the Word

John 14:23-24

23 Jesus answered and said to him, "If anyone loves Me, he will keep My
word; and My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make Our
home with him.

24 "He who does not love Me does not keep My words; and the word which
you hear is not Mine but the Father’s who sent Me.

2 John 2:9-11

9 Whoever transgresses and does not abide in the doctrine of Christ does not
have God. He who abides in the doctrine of Christ has both the Father and the
son.

10 If anyone comes to you and does not bring this doctrine, do not receive
him into your house nor greet him;

11 for he who greets him shares in his evil deeds.

3. Identifying False Prophets/Teachers

2 Peter 2:1-3

1 But there were also false prophets among the people, even as there will be
false teachers among you, who will secretly bring in destructive heresies, even
denying the Lord who bought them, and bring on themselves swift
destruction.

2 And many will follow their destructive ways, because of whom the way of
truth will be blasphemed.

3 By covetousness they will exploit you with deceptive words; for a long time
their judgment has not been idle, and their destruction does not slumber.



Gal. 1:6-9

6 I marvel that you are turning away so soon from Him who called you in the
grace of Christ, to a different gospel,

7 which is not another; but there are some who trouble you and want to
pervert the gospel of Christ.

8 But even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel to you
than what we have preached to you, let him be accursed.

9 As we have said before, so now I say again, if anyone preaches any other
gospel to you than what you have received, let him be accursed.

4. Rejecting False Prophets/Teachers

2 Corinthians 11:12-15

12 But what I do, I will also continue to do, that I may cut off the opportunity
from those who desire an opportunity to be regarded just as we are in the
things of which they boast.

13 For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into
apostles of Christ.

14 And no wonder! For Satan himself transforms himself into an angel of light.
15 Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also transform themselves into
ministers of righteousness, whose end will be according to their works.

Deut. 131-4

1 "If there arises among you a prophet or a dreamer of dreams, and he gives
you a sign or a wonder,

2 "and the sign or the wonder comes to pass, of which he spoke to you,
saying, ‘Let us go after other gods’ -- which you have not known -- ‘and let us
serve them,’

3 "you shall not listen to the words of that prophet or that dreamer of dreams,
for the LORD your God is testing you to know whether you love the LORD your
God with all your heart and with all your soul.

4 "You shall walk after the LORD your God and fear Him, and keep His
commandments and obey His voice, and you shall serve Him and hold fast to
Him.

John 4:24 - "God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit
and truth."

Jeremiah 23:30-32
30 " Therefore behold, I am against the prophets," says the LORD, "who steal
My words everyone from his neighbor.



31 "Behold, I am against the prophets," says the LORD, "who use their
tongues and say, 'He says.’

32 "Behold, I am against those who prophesy false dreams," says the LORD,
"and tell them, and cause My people to err by their lies and by their
recklessness. Yet I did not send them or command them; therefore they shall
not profit this people at all," says the LORD.



